
 

 

AS media studies 
 
Preparing to Shoot Your Film 
 
It is essential that you complete this phase diligently. You must know, where, 
when and what you want to film and carefully consider the resources and people 
you will need to do it. 

You will obviously have written your film by now and have a scenario and a script 
describing the action and the dialogue. You will also have chosen your actors and 
considered possible locations. 

 

Considering the Locations 

At this stage the locations need to be carefully checked out to ensure that…  

 You have permission to film there. 
 There will be enough space to film (as well as stage the scene)  
 There will be no excessive extraneous noise (roads, etc.) 
 You will be able to get there with crew and actors easily. 
 There will be somewhere for crew and actors to hang out when off set. 
 There is power for lights and camera, etc. if needed. 
 You will not disturb neighbours, etc. if your film is going to be noisy. 
 You have permission and the time to rearrange and dress the “sets”.  
 
Resolve any of these problems before final decisions are made on locations. 
 
(NB  Every student production I have been involved in to date has failed to check 
at least one and usually a few of the above points – wasting valuable time and 
resources and often meaning a change in the script at the last minute on set or in 
the edit) 
 
 
Now… 
 Will you need transport?  
 Will you need anything else (eg props and costumes for an acted scene)? 

Will the people, equipment and facilities you need be available when you 
want to film? 
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Preparing the Paperwork 
 

Boring for some but very necessary to save time and embarrassment later (on 
the set and in the edit). 
 
 
You will need to prepare: 
 

• A shooting script, showing in written form what filming is required 
including camera angles and shot sizes. 

• A storyboard, showing the intended shots in the form of drawings. 
(not essential but preferable) 

• A shooting schedule indicating what will be filmed, where, and when.  
(Consider very carefully how much time you will need – allow at least 
half an hour for each set-up in your script plus an hour to get ready and 
an hour to pack up. So, as a rule of thumb, you will be able to shoot about 
4 or 5 shots in a morning or 8 or 9 in a day) 

 
• A call sheet for each session listing the actors required and the scenes 

from the shooting script you intend to cover, time of start, costumes they 
will need. 
 

• A props list – often left out or forgotten but crucial for your creative mise-
en-scene. 
 

• Shooting Logs to record what goes on the tape as you shoot. 
 

• Technical/Equipment Check List to ensure you leave nothing vital at home. 
 

• Copies of the Dialogue Script (NB not shooting script) for the actors in 
case they forget their lines! 

 
 

 
Remember to take all of these to the shoot. 
 
Templates and/or examples of all of these are available. 

 
 
 

  

 


